PREVENTION AND TRAINING

ISSUE BRIEF

POLICY GOAL

State law mandates child sex trafficking prevention education in schools.

To see where your state and others fall on this issue, click on the
related survey chart at https://reportcards.sharedhope.org/state-

survey-charts/.

SCHOOLS PLAY A KEY ROLE IN ADDRESSING
child sex trafhcking and commercial sexual exploitation

of children (CSEC), both in prevention and interven-
tion. With approximately 180 school days in a year av-
eraging 6.64 hours per day, students can spend nearly
1200 hours in school each year."! Even during the period
in which they are being exploited, child sex traffick-
ing victims often continue attending school.? Further,
children, in general, are a vulnerable population that
have increased susceptibility to traficking.’ Therefore,
trained school personnel can play an important role in
engaging in direct prevention work or implementing
prevention education with students. Developmental-
ly- and age-appropriate child sex trafficking curriculum
can serve as a valuable tool for supporting students’ abil-
ity to recognize and safely report suspected or known
personal exploitative experiences or the experiences of
their peers. As such, state law should require the provi-

sion of prevention education in all public schools.

To increase the impact of prevention efforts, states
should consider mandating an age and culturally ap-
propriate, gender-neutral curriculum for all grade levels
(i.e. kindergarten through 12 grade). While the aver-
age age of entry into CSEC has been difficult to deter-
mine, some studies have shown that it could be around
ages 12-14° Additionally, most children have access
to smartphones or other Internet-connected devices,
which increases their vulnerability to CSEC. According
to a Pew Research report, 80% of parents stated that
their child age 5 to 11 uses a tablet computer and 63%

use a smartphone.® Moreover, this same study showed
that 73% of parents believe that age 12 is an appropri-
ate age for a child to have their own phone.” Studies
have shown that technology is playing an increasing
role in recruitment and grooming for sex trafficking.®
This information, coupled with identified cases of child
sex trafficking involving young children, highlight the
importance of initiating prevention efforts with elemen-
tary age children and continuing it through grade 12.

To guide the implementation, states should con-
sider including additional language on training re-
quirements within the law. For example, state law
should ensure that the prevention education curricu-
lum is survivor-informed by a group of survivors with
a diverse set of experiences. Survivors of CSEC and sex
trafficking can provide valuable first-hand knowledge
related to traflickers, buyers, grooming and recruit-
ment tactics, and victim vulnerabilities as well as suc-
cessful methods for identifying, engaging, and serving
this population.” The National Center on Safe Sup-
portive Learning Environments also recommends that
schools partner with community partners such as school
boards, service providers, governmental agencies, and
local law enforcement in the development and imple-
mentation of a comprehensive prevention program for
students that can offer insight in trafhcking trends in
the local community as well as local response and sup-
ports.'” With the breadth of survivor-informed resourc-
es available, schools could utilize existing resources to
fulfill prevention curriculum requirements.

To facilitate implementation, supplemental informa-
tion addressing CSEC prevention, could be added to
existing age-appropriate health/sexual health education
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curriculums. States may also consider utilizing a holis-  provide not only a thorough understanding of the issue
tic prevention approach by adopting a K-12 curriculum  but also tools and resources related to disclosure and
guide that addresses healthy relationships, Internet safe-  accessing safety if a child feels like they or someone they
ty, social justice, self-esteem/self-determination, history ~ know are at risk of, or currently being, commercially
of slavery and exploitation, and other related topics. Im-  sexually exploited.

portantly, all CSEC prevention education efforts should

D RAFTI N G CO NSI D E RATI 0 NS: TO ACCOMPLISH THIS POLICY GOAL, STATE LAW SHOULD...

» Require child sex trafficking prevention education in schools.

» Ensure the prevention education curriculum is developmentally- and age-appropriate.

RELATED ISSUES:

6.5 State law mandates child sex trafficking training for school personnel.
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