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VICTIM-WITNESS TESTIMONY BY SEX TRAF-
ficking and commercial sexual exploitation (CSE) vic-
tims provided during a trial of their alleged exploiter 
can serve a key role in a successful conviction. How-
ever, the delivery of victim testimony can be a severely 
traumatic process for CSE minors regardless of their 
age at the time of testifying. Victims of child abuse of-
ten experience severe forms of trauma and stress when 
providing testimony in court.1 This traumatic response 
can be severely heightened when the testimony is con-
ducted in the presence of their exploiter2 and can have 
long-term psychological and emotional impacts on the 
child.3 Sex trafficking and CSE victims may experience 
fear deriving from potentially facing their exploiter di-
rectly or indirectly.4 Further, providing testimony may 
mean providing sometimes vivid and “deeply personal 
and violent experiences of abuse” to the court, which 
can result in the minor being re-traumatized.5

One mechanism for mitigating the risk of re-trauma-
tization is allowing sex trafficking and CSE victims to 
testify via closed circuit television (CCTV). This allows 
for the testimony to be provided outside of the court-
room through a secure video system and can be used to 
minimize the number of people in the room when the 
child testifies. Studies have shown that this may reduce 
stress and anxiety levels for some children.6 Despite the 
possible benefits, however, a number of states currently 
limit the ability to utilize CCTV for providing witness 
testimony.7 For example, some states limit use of CCTV 
to younger minors.8 Age limitations vary; some states 

base it on the age of the victim at the time the crime was 
committed while others base it on the minors’ age when 
providing testimony.9 Conversely, recognizing that the 
majority of child sex trafficking and CSE victims iden-
tified are older minors (ages 13-17), more than a dozen 
states currently provide eligibility to testify via CCTV 
to anyone under the age of 18 who is providing witness 
testimony related to sex trafficking, including those that 
are not the alleged victim.10 Following this example, 
states should mitigate re-traumatization by providing 
statutory allowances to all child sex trafficking victims, 
regardless of the child’s age, to testify by CCTV and 
also consider CCTV eligibility for all child witnesses 
in these cases. Further, because traffickers may be pros-
ecuted for a variety of offenses other than sex traffick-
ing (e.g., solicitation or promoting prostitution), state 
law should ensure eligibility is connected to status as a 
CSEC or sex trafficking victim regardless of prosecuted 
offense. 

In addition to mitigating revictimization, providing sex 
trafficked and CSE minors with the ability to testify by 
an alternative method can be monumental in enhanc-
ing the accuracy of the testimony provided.11 A minor 
who has experienced abuse in relation to sex trafficking 
may forget important details of their abuse or they may 
recant their testimony entirely when facing their abuser 
directly.12 Providing the minor with the ability to utilize 
an alternative method, as opposed to facing their alleged 
exploiter in person, can offer the minor a sense of safety 
that may increase the accuracy of the testimony as well 
as the likelihood that they will willingly cooperate with 
the prosecution in an effort to convict their exploiter.13 

POLICY GOAL

State law provides child sex trafficking victims with alternatives to live, in-court 
testimony regardless of the prosecuted offense.
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To see where your state and others fall on this issue, click on the 
related survey chart at https://reportcards.sharedhope.org/related-
resources/#5.2.
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DRAFTING CONSIDERATIONS: TO ACCOMPLISH THIS POLICY GOAL, STATE LAW SHOULD…

 X Allow all commercially sexually exploited children to testify by an alternative method, including CCTV 
or videotaped testimony, regardless of the minor victim’s age. 

 X Ensure that the ability to testify by an alternative method is based on the minor’s victimization, not on 
the prosecuted offense. 

RELATED ISSUES:
5.1 Non-testimonial evidence may be admitted through a child sex trafficking-specific 

hearsay exception to reduce reliance on victim testimony.

6.4 State law mandates trafficking-specific training on victim-centered investigations and 
prosecutions for prosecutors.

SUPPORTING RESOURCES:
 X Protected Innocence Challenge Framework Brief (Section 5)
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