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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

NORTH DAKOTA

IN 2011, SHARED HOPE RELEASED THE NATION’S FIRST LEGAL FRAMEWORK THAT CHALLENGED
states to enact laws that comprehensively address the crime of child sex trafficking. When we launched the Protect-
ed Innocence Challenge project—and issued the inaugural State Report Cards—the majority of states received an “F”
grade, reflecting the reality that many states” laws failed to even recognize the crime of child sex trafficking. Since
then, we have been working to lay the foundation for transformational policy, practice, and cultural change by
supporting state legislators and stakeholders in identifying gaps in the fabric of laws needed to address this heinous
crime. By 2019, no state received an “F” grade, and a majority of the country received an “A” or “B.”
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A SHIFT IN FOCUS

THE PROTECTED INNOCENCE CHALLENGE PROJECT WAS SHARED HOPE’S VISION FOR MOBILIZING
collective state action to ensure national change. Building on the progress already made under that project—while
preserving its most fundamental components—we released a new, advanced legislative framework in 2020 that
focuses on new policy priorities reflective
of feedback and research collected from
75% the field. This framework is meant to

25%

VICTIM

LN T, challenge states to take the next step in

the fight against sex trafficking by focus-

PROTECTED

INNOCENCE
CHALLENGE

73%

CRIMINAL
PROVISIONS

2011

©2024 Shared Hope International Institute for Justice & Advocacy

Report Cards on
Child & Youth Sex
Trafficking

3%
CRIMINAL
PROVISIONS

ing on the area of law where the largest
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ADVANCED LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK

ISSUE AREAS IDENTIFIED:

CRIMINAL IDENTIFICATION OF &
PROVISIONS RESPONSE TO VICTIMS
CONTINUUM ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR
OF CARE TRAFFICKING SURVIVORS

TOOLS FOR A VICTIM-CENTERED PREVENTION
CRIMINAL JUSTICE RESPONSE & TRAINING

40 POLICY GOALS ANALYZED:

11 TOTAL POINTS AwWARDED:

States earn up to 2.5 Extra credit: Protections
points per policy goal for labor and youth 18+
100 possible points plus up to 10 points

FINAL LETTER GRADES ASSIGNED:
A |90-110 B|80-89 C|70-79 »)/60-69

TIER RANKING

Another way the Report Cards on Child & Youth Sex Trafhicking will measure progress is through a Tier system
that will help states understand how they are doing compared to other states. Especially at this stage where grades
are clustered at lower levels, the Tiers help to show states where they are on a spectrum. This provides another way

for states to evaluate the progress they make beyond changes to their letter grade.
THE TIERS ARE STRUCTURED AS FOLLOWS:

» TIER 1 = TOP 10 SCORES
» TIER 2 MIDDLE 31 SCORES
» TIER 3 BOTTOM 10 SCORES
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TIER 11

F - NORTH DAKOTA

2023 Report Card

GRADES ARE BASED SOLELY ON AN ANALYSIS OF STATE STATUTES. While we recognize the critical importance of
non-legislative responses to propel progress, grading on statutory law provides a clear mechanism for evaluating policy goals across all states
while ensuring that survivor-centered reforms are an enduring part of states’ responses.

STATE HIGHLIGHTS: SAFE HARBOR STATUS:
* Between 2021-2023, raised score by 7 points. ficking, which could include child and youth survivors One of 30 states that statutorily pro-
e The trafficking law expressly applies to the conduct of of sex trafficking. hibit the criminalization of minors for
buyers of sex with children and prohibits mistake of e Allows trafficking victims to seek ex parte civil orders of prostitution.
age as a defense to liability. protection against their exploiters.
e Thestate legislature appropriated funds to supportthe @ Allows child and youth victims of sex or labor traffick-
development and provision of specialized, communi- ing to hold their exploiters accountable through civil
ty-based services and care to survivors of human traf- processes.
Issue Grade Score | Summary

1 2 Policy goals accomplished related to buyer accountability under the trafficking law, mis-
A fel take of age defenses, decoy defenses, and business entity liability under the trafficking
dof;> 1. Criminal Provisions D 17.5 law. Gaps remain related to buyer and trafficker accountability under state CSEC laws
. and financial penalties.

cfeas Policy goals accomplished related to third party control, foreign national victims, and
% 2 Identification of and 1 0.5 non-criminalization for prostitution offenses. Gaps remain related to screening through
M HEH child welfare and the juvenile justice system, expanded non-criminalization, juvenile
Response to Victims court jurisdiction, child abuse definitions, and non-caregiver trafficking cases.

N
N
(3]

r— . 5 5 Policy goal accomplished related to appropriations. Gaps remain related to commu-
') 3. Continuum of Care F Tow nity-based services, MDT responses, services through child welfare and the juvenile
& 15 justice system, and extended foster care services.
e 4. A ice for Policy goals accomplished related to civil orders of protection, restitution, and civil
5 3 T CCfef.SSki-SO JlgSt C(.-'.‘ 0 1 Ls remedies. Gaps remain related to crime victims' compensation, vacatur, and statutes of
= rarricking survivors 15 limitation.
"0,, 5. Tools for a Victim-Centered 4 Gaps remain in all areas, including hearsay exceptions, alternatives to live, in-court
/= Criminal Justice Response E testimony, victim-witness supports, and privileged communications.
. L. 4 Gaps remain in all areas, including training for child welfare, juvenile justice agencies,
EE 6. Prevention and Trammg F — law enforcement, prosecutors, and school personnel as well as prevention education in
7 15 schools.

Protections related to appropriations and civil remedies are extended to sex trafficked
Youth 2 youth, LA
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remedies are extended to child labor trafficking victims.

@ child Labor Trafficking 4 Protections related to appropriations, civil orders of protection, restitution, and civil

OVERALL GRADE

TIER 11
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SAFE HARBOR SCORECARD

NORTH DAKOTA

WHAT IS SAFE HARBOR?

“Safe Harbor” refers to laws that insulate survivors
from a punitive response and direct them toward
funded, comprehensive, and protective services.

WHY SAFE HARBOR?

These laws ensure survivors of child and youth sex traf-
ficking are not involved in the in the juvenile or crim-
inal justice system and receive trauma-informed care.
Appropriate identification and access to services are
vital to creating a just response for survivors of child
and youth sex trafficking.

SAFE HARBOR LAWS

Comprehensive Safe Harbor laws
SHOULD PROHIBIT
ARRESTING, DETAINING,
CHARGING, & PROSECUTING
all minors for prostitution offenses, regardless of
whether a finding of trafficking victimization is
made, and, instead, require law enforcement to
direct child and youth survivors to
SPECIALIZED SERVICES & CARE.

Safe Harbor laws
SHOULD ALSO PROHIBIT
CRIMINALIZATION
of child sex trafficking survivors for other crimes
committed as a result of their victimization.

STATE SUMMARY:

Status

Safe Harbor Policy Goal

@ Fully met

The definition of child sex trafficking victim in the criminal code
includes all commercially sexually exploited children without re-
quiring third party control (see Policy Goal 2.1 for further analysis
and Issue Brief 2.1 for background).

7 Not met

State law mandates child welfare agencies to conduct trauma-in-
formed CSEC screening for children at risk of sex trafficking

(see Policy Goal 2.3 for further analysis and Issue Brief 2.3 for
background).

) Not met

State law mandates juvenile justice agencies to conduct trau-
ma-informed CSEC screening of children at risk of sex trafficking
(see Policy Goal 2.4 for further analysis and Issue Brief 2.4 for
background).

@ Fully met

State law prohibits the criminalization of minors under 18 for
prostitution offenses and establishes a services-referral protocol
as an alternative to arrest (see Policy Goal 2.5 for further analysis
and Issue Brief 2.5 for background).

(B Partially met

State law prohibits the criminalization of child sex trafficking vic-
tims for status offenses, and misdemeanor and non-violent felony
offenses committed as a result of their trafficking victimization
(see Policy Goal 2.6 for further analysis and Issue Brief 2.6 for
background).

) Not met

State law prohibits the criminalization of child sex trafficking vic-
tims for sex trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation offens-
es, including accomplice and co-conspirator liability, committed
as a result of their trafficking victimization (see Policy Goal 2.7 for
further analysis and Issue Brief 2.7 for background).

) Not met

State law provides child sex trafficking victims with an affirma-
tive defense to violent felonies committed as a result of their
trafficking victimization (see Policy Goal 2.8 for further analysis
and Issue Brief 2.8 for background).

) Not met

State law mandates a process for coordinating access to special-
ized services for child sex trafficking victims that does not require
involvement in child-serving systems (see Policy Goal 3.1 for
further analysis and Issue Brief 3.1 for background).

@ Fully met

State funding is appropriated to support specialized services
and a continuum of care for sex trafficked children regardless of
system involvement (see Policy Goal 3.6 for further analysis and
Issue Brief 3.6 for background).

North Dakota prohibits the criminalization of all minors for prostitution offenses and extends non-criminalization protections to prohibit the criminalization of
child sex trafficking victims for enumerated forgery, theft, credit, and drug offenses, a progressive step toward a survivor-centered, anti-child sex trafficking re-
sponse. However, child sex trafficking victims may still be charged with other offenses committed pursuantto their victimization. Further, despite appropriating
state funds to support the development and provision of specialized, community-based services, the legislature has not mandated a process for coordinating
access to such services, potentially leaving some survivors underserved or disconnected from resources that are necessary to promote healing.

SAFE HARBOR RESOURCES: For additional information, visit

reportcards.sharedhope.org/safeharbor/.

SAFE HARBOR MAP: To see our map of state Safe Harbor law development, visit
reportcards.sharedhope.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/SafeHarborMapDec2022.pdf.
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23 Report Cards on ANALYSIS REPORT

ild & Youth NORTH DAKOTA
‘Sex Trafficking

This report provides a thorough analysis of North Dakota’s statutes related to offender
accountability and victim protections while providing recommendations for addressing gaps in
those statutes.” This report does not analyze case law, agency rules, or regulations, nor does it
analyze practices or initiatives that exist outside of statutory law. However, stakeholders were
invited to share non-statutory responses to paint a fuller picture of the state's anti-child sex
trafficking response; where such responses were submitted, they are included as “Insights from
the Field” under the respective policy goal but are not factored into the state’s grade.

For more information on how to use this Analysis Report, click here.

ISSUE 1: Criminal Provisions

Policy Goal 1.1 The child sex trafficking law is expressly applicable to buyers of commercial sex with any minor under
18.
® FULLY MET

Two offenses within the trafficking chapter expressly apply to buyers of commercial sex. N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-
41-06(1) (Patronizing a minor for commercial sexual activity) is specific to minor victims, stating,

A person commits the offense of patronizing a minor for commercial sexual activity if:
a. With the intent that an individual engage in commercial sexual activity? with a minor, the person
gives, agrees to give, or offers to give anything of value to a minor or another person so that the
individual may engage in commercial sexual activity with a minor; or
b. The person gives, agrees to give, or offers to give anything of value to a minor or another person so
that an individual may engage in commercial sexual activity with a minor.

N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-05(1) (Patronizing a victim of sexual servitude) requires the buyer to know the other
person is a victim of sexual servitude; it states,

A person commits the offense of patronizing a victim of sexual servitude if the person knowingly gives,
agrees to give, or offers to give anything of value so that an individual may engage in commercial sexual
activity? with another individual and the person knows that the other individual is a victim of sexual
servitude.

! Evaluations of state laws are based on legislation enacted as of July 1, 2023.

2N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-01(3) (Definitions) defines “commercial sexual activity” as “sexual activity for which anything of
value is given to, promised to, or received, by a person.”

3 See supra note 2 for the definition of “commercial sexual activity.”

1-
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Policy Goal 1.2 Commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC) laws* specifically criminalize purchasing or
soliciting commercial sex with any minor under 18.

1O AAET
IVIC T

North Dakota lacks a CSEC law that criminalizes purchasing or soliciting commercial sex with a minor.

1.2.1  Recommendation: Enact a CSEC law that specifically criminalizes purchasing or soliciting sex with any

minor under 18. (See Lisue Brief 1.2.)

Policy Goal 1.3 Commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC) laws® apply to traffickers and protect all minors
under 18.

MNOT MET
NOT MET

North Dakota lacks a CSEC law that addresses the exploitive conduct engaged in by traffickers.

1.3.1  Recommendation: Enact a CSEC law that addresses an array of exploitive conduct engaged in by

traffickers. (See Lisue Brief 1.3.)

Policy Goal 1.4 Mistake of age is not an available defense in child sex trafficking prosecutions.
® FULLY MET
North Dakota law prohibits a mistake of age defense in certain prosecutions for child sex trafficking. Pursuant to
N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-04(2) (Sexual servitude), “It is not a defense in a prosecution under subdivision a of
subsection 1 [involving maintaining or making available a minor for commercial sexual activity] . . . that the
defendant believed the minor was an adult.” However, North Dakota’s other trafficking offenses are silent
regarding the permissibility of the defense.

Policy Goal 1.5 Use of a law enforcement decoy is not an available defense in child sex trafficking cases.
® FULLY

R

Although state trafficking laws do not expressly prohibit an offender from raising a defense based on the use of a
law enforcement decoy posing as a minor, North Dakota’s criminal attempt statute, N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-06-01

(Criminal attempt), could provide prosecutors with an alternative avenue to prosecute those cases. N.D. Cent. Code
§ 12.1-06-01(1) states,

A person is guilty of criminal attempt if, acting with the kind of culpability otherwise required for
commission of a crime, he intentionally engages in conduct which, in fact, constitutes a substantial step
toward commission of the crime. A “substantial step” is any conduct which is strongly corroborative of the
firmness of the actot’s intent to complete the commission of the crime. Factual or legal impossibility of

#'The phrase “commercial sexual exploitation of children” (or “CSEC”) encompasses a variety of criminal offenses committed
against a child in which the child engages, or agrees to engage, in a sex act in exchange for something of value either directly or
through a third party. Appropriately crafted CSEC laws can be important, additional tools available in a prosecution of child sex
trafficking conduct by supplementing available penalties under the trafficking law and providing additional options for plea
negotiations without requiring prosecutors to rely on unrelated or low-level offenses in that context. For this reason, we analyze
trafficking laws separately from CSEC laws—even though both involve commercial sexual exploitation. For a complete list of
North Dakota’s CSEC laws, see the appendix located at the end of this report.

5 See supra note 4 for a full discussion on the purpose of analyzing trafficking laws separately from CSEC laws throughout this
report.

2.
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committing the crime is not a defense, if the crime could have been committed had the attendant
circumstances been as the actor believed them to be.

Accordingly, an offender could be found guilty of attempting to commit a child sex trafficking offense despite the
use of a law enforcement decoy.

Policy Goal 1.6 Business entities can be held criminally liable for conduct that violates the trafficking law.
® FULLY MET

North Dakota’s trafficking chapter expressly allows for business entity liability and establishes a business-specific
penalty scheme. Specifically, N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-07 (Business entity liability) provides,

1. A person that is a business entity may be prosecuted for an offense under sections 12.1-41-
02 through 12.1-41-006 [including trafficking an individual; forced labor; sexual servitude; patronizing a
victim of sexual servitude; and patronizing a minor for commercial sexual activity| as provided by chapter
12.1-03 [Accomplices — Corporations — Agents].
2. When a person that is a business entity is prosecuted for an offense under sections 12.1-41-
02 through 12.1-41-006, the court may consider the severity of the entity’s conduct and order penalties in
addition to those otherwise provided for the offense, including:

a. A fine of not more than one million dollars per offense;

b. Disgorgement of profit from activity in violation of this chapter; and

c. Debarment from state and local government contracts.

Policy Goal 1.7 State law mandates that financial penalties are levied on sex trafficking and CSEC offenders and are
directed to a victim services fund.

@ PARTIALLY MET

A percentage of financial penalties, including asset forfeiture, paid by convicted trafficking offenders, but not by
convicted CSEC offenders, is statutorily required to be directed into a victim services fund. Regarding asset
forfeiture, N.D. Cent. Code § 29-31.1-01(1)(a)—(e) (Definitions — Property Forfeiture and Disposition) defines
“forfeitable property” to include the following:

a. Property that is illegally possessed or is contraband.

b. Property that has been used or is intended to be used to facilitate the commission of a criminal offense
or to avoid detection or apprehension of a person committing a criminal offense. For purposes of this
subdivision, property does not include a residence or other real estate where a co-owner, whether by joint
tenancy, tenancy in common, or tenancy by the entireties, of the residence or other real estate, has not been
convicted of the criminal offense that was facilitated by the use or intended use of the property.

c. Property that is acquired as or from the proceeds of a criminal offense.

d. Property offered or given to another as an inducement for the commission of a criminal offense.

e. A vehicle or other means of transportation used in the commission of a felony, the escape from the
scene of the commission of a felony, or in the transportation of property that is the subject matter of a
felony.

Disposition of forfeited assets is generally governed by N.D. Cent. Code § 29-31.1-06 (Disposition of forfeited
property), which states,

When property is forfeited under this chapter, the seizing agency may:
1. Retain the property for official use or transfer the custody or ownership of any forfeited property to
any federal, state, or local agency.
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2. Sell the forfeited property that is not required to be destroyed by law and which is not harmful to the
public. The proceeds from the sale, together with any monetary funds ordered to be forfeited, must be
used first for the payment of all proper costs and expenses of the proceedings for forfeiture and sale,
including expenses of seizure, maintenance of custody, advertising, and court costs with any remaining
proceeds to be deposited, subject to section 54-12-14, in the appropriate state, county, or city general
fund.

3. Dispose of the property in accordance with the order of the court if the property cannot be retained,
used, or sold by the seizing agency.

However, N.D. Cent. Code § 54-12-14 (Assets forfeiture fund — Created — Purpose — Continuing appropriation)
directs funds related to human trafficking cases toward victim services. N.D. Cent. Code § 54-12-14 provides,
“Notwithstanding subsection 1,6 the amount of deposits into the fund related to human trafficking are
appropriated, as a standing and continuing appropriation, to the attorney general for awarding grants to
organizations providing prevention and treatment services for human trafficking victims.”

1.7.1  Recommendation: Statutorily direct a percentage of financial penalties levied on CSEC offenders into a

victim services fund. (See Lusue Brief1.7.)

6 N.D. Cent. Code § 54-12-14(1) states in part,

The funds are appropriated, as a standing and continuing appropriation, to the attorney general for the following
purposes:
a. For obtaining evidence for enforcement of any state criminal law or law relating to the control of drug abuse.
b. For repayment of rewards to qualified local programs . . . .
c. For paying, at the discretion of the attorney general, any expenses necessary to seize, detain, inventory,
safeguard, maintain, advertise, or sell property seized, detained, or forfeited . . . , or of any other necessary
expenses incident to the seizure, detention, or forfeiture of such property.
d. For equipping, for law enforcement functions, forfeited vessels, vehicles, and aircraft retained as provided by
law for official use by the state board of pharmacy or a law enforcement agency.
e. For paying, at the discretion of the attorney general, overtime compensation to agents of the bureau of criminal
investigation incurred as a result of investigations of violations of any state criminal law or law relating to the
control of drug abuse.
f. For paying matching funds required to be paid as a condition for receipt of funds from a federal government
program awarding monetary grants . . . .
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EF' ISSUE 2: Identification of & Response to Victims
-

Policy Goal 2.1 The definition of child sex trafficking victim in the criminal code includes all commercially sexually
exploited children without requiring third party control.
® FULLY MET

The definition of child sex trafficking victim includes all commercially sexually exploited children without requiring
third party control. N.D. Cent. Code Ann. § 12.1-41-01(12) (Definitions) defines “victim” as “an individual who is
subjected to human trafficking or to conduct that would have constituted human trafficking had this chapter been
in effect when the conduct occurred, regardless of whether a perpetrator is identified, apprehended, prosecuted, or
convicted.” “Human trafficking” is defined under N.D. Cent. Code Ann. § 12.1-41-01(5) as “the commission of an
offense created by sections 12.1-41-02 through 12.1-41-06 [including trafficking an individual, forced labor, sexual
servitude, patronizing a victim of sexual servitude, and patronizing a minor for commercial sexual activity].”

N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-06(1) (Patronizing a minor for commercial sexual activity) expressly applies to buyers of
commercial sex with minors regardless of whether a trafficker is involved or identified.” Accordingly, third party
control is not required to establish the crime of patronizing a minor for commercial sexual activity or, consequently,
to identify a commercially sexually exploited child as a trafficking victim.

Notably, however, North Dakota’s other trafficking laws do require third party control. N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-
05(1) (Patronizing a victim of sexual servitude) requires the buyer to know the other person is a victim of sexual
servitude, and neither N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-02 (Trafficking an individual)® nor N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-04
(Sexual servitude)? apply to buyers.

Policy Goal 2.2 State law provides policy guidance to facilitate access to services and assistance for trafficked foreign
national children.
® FULLY MET

North Dakota law provides policy guidance that facilitates access to services and assistance for trafficked foreign
national children. Specifically, N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-17(2) (Eligibility for benefit or service) provides, “A

7 See supra Policy Goal 1.1 for a full discussion of buyer-applicability under N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-06.
8 N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-02(1)(b) states,

A person commits the offense of trafficking an individual if the person knowingly recruits, transports, transfers,
harbors, receives, provides, obtains, isolates, maintains, or entices an individual in furtherance of:

b. Sexual servitude in violation of section 12.1-41-04.

9 N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-04(1)(a) states,

1. A person commits the offense of sexual servitude if the person knowingly:
a. Maintains or makes available a minor for the purpose of engaging the minor in commercial sexual activity” . . . .

5

©2023 Shared Hope International Institute for Justice & Advocacy SHAREDHOPE.ORG

The information provided in this report is solely for educational purposes and does not constitute legal advice.




minor who has engaged in commercial sexual activity is eligible for a benefit or service available through the state,!”
regardless of immigration status.”

Policy Goal 2.3 State law mandates child welfare agencies to conduct trauma-informed CSEC screening for children
at risk of sex trafficking.

NOT MET

North Dakota law does not require child welfare to conduct trauma-informed CSEC screening of system-involved
children and youth who are at risk of sex trafficking.

2.3.1  Recommendation: Enact a state law requiring child welfare to screen system-involved children and
youth at risk of sex trafficking for experiences of commercial sexual exploitation. (See Lssue Brief 2.3.)

Policy Goal 2.4 State law mandates juvenile justice agencies to conduct trauma-informed CSEC screening of children
at risk of sex trafficking.

NOT MET
NOT MET

North Dakota law does not require juvenile justice agencies to conduct trauma-informed CSEC screening of
children and youth who are at risk of sex trafficking.

241  Recommendation: Enact a state law requiring juvenile justice agencies to screen children and youth
who are at risk of sex trafficking for experiences of commercial sexual exploitation. (See Lssue Brief 2.4.)

Policy Goal 2.5 State law prohibits the criminalization of minors under 18 for prostitution offenses and establishes a
services-referral protocol as an alternative to arrest.

North Dakota law prohibits the criminalization of minors for prostitution offenses and establishes a services-
referral protocol as an alternative to arrest. Pursuant to N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-29-03 (Prostitution), the core
prostitution offense is inapplicable to minors; it states,

An adult is guilty of prostitution of prostitution, a Class B misdemeanor, if the adult:
1. Is an inmate of a house of prostitution or is otherwise engaged in sexual activity as a business;
2. Solicits another person with the intention of being hired to engage in sexual activity; or
3. Agrees to engage in sexual activity with another for money or other items of pecuniary value.

N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-12(1)—(4) (Immunity of minor) provides additional protections against the
criminalization of minors for prostitution, stating,

10 Notably, N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-17(4) states,

For purposes of this section, “a benefit or service available through the state” does not include a benefit or service of
a program administered by the department of health and human services using federal or special funds, if the victim or
minor does not meet program eligibility requirements including an eligibility requirement that is based on immigtration
status.
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1. If an individual was a minor at the time of the offense and committed the offense as a direct result of
being a victim, the individual is not criminally liable or subject to a juvenile delinquency proceeding under
chapter 27-20.4 for:

a. Prostitution under section 12.1-29.03;

3. An individual who has engaged in commercial sexual activity is not criminally liable or subject to a
delinquency proceeding under chapter 27-20.4 for prostitution if the individual was a minor at the time of
the offense.

4. A minor who, under subsection 1 or 3, is not subject to criminal liability or a juvenile delinquency
proceeding is presumed to be a child in need of services under chapter 50-25.1 [Child Abuse and Neglect].!!

Lastly, N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-17(3) (Eligibility for benefit or service) establishes a protocol requiring law
enforcement to refer impacted children for care and services. Under N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-17(3),

As soon as practicable after a first encounter with an individual who reasonably appears to law enforcement
to be a victim or a minor who has engaged in commercial sexual activity, the law enforcement agency shall
notify the victim services division of the department of corrections and rehabilitation that the individual
may be eligible for a benefit or service under the law of this state.

Policy Goal 2.6 State law prohibits the criminalization of child sex trafficking victims for status offenses, and
misdemeanor and non-violent felony offenses committed as a result of their trafficking victimization.

@ PARTIALLY MET

m

North Dakota law prohibits the criminalization of child sex trafficking victims for specified offenses; however,
victims can still be charged with status offenses or with other misdemeanors and non-violent felonies committed as
a result of their trafficking victimization. Pursuant to N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-12(1)—(3) (Immunity of minor),

1. If the individual was a minor at the time of the offense and committed the offense as a direct result of
being a victim, the individual is not criminally liable or subject to a juvenile delinquency proceeding under
chapter 27-20.4 for:

a. Prostitution under section 12.1-29-03;

b. Misdemeanor forgery under section 12.1-24-01;

c. Misdemeanor theft offenses under chapter 12.1-23;

d. Insufficient funds or credit offenses under section 6-08-16;

e. Manufacture or possession of a controlled or counterfeit substance offenses under section 19-03.1-

23; and

f. Drug paraphernalia offenses under chapter 19-03.4.
2. Itis an affirmative defense to felony forgery, felony theft, and felony drug distribution that the individual
was a minor at the time of the offense and committed the offense as a direct result of being a victim as
defined by this chapter.
3. An individual who has engaged in commercial sexual activity is not criminally liable or subject to a
juvenile delinquency proceeding under chapter 27-20.4 for prostitution if the individual was a minor at the
time of the offense.

11 Although Chapter 50-25.1 (Child Abuse and Neglect) defines “child in need of services,” it does not outline a process for
handling those cases. Importantly, Enacted House Bill 1137, § 6 (2023) removed the juvenile court’s jurisdiction over child in
need of services cases, meaning such cases will not be funneled into the juvenile court system.
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N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-13 (Affirmative defense to victim) extends protection to adult trafficking victims
through an affirmative defense, stating,

An individual charged with prostitution, felony forgery, felony theft, felony drug distribution, or an offense
listed in subsection 1 of section 12.1-41-12 which was committed as a direct result of being a victim may
assert an affirmative defense that the individual is a victim.

2.6.1 Recommendation: Amend state law to prohibit the criminalization of child sex trafficking victims for a
broader range of offenses, including status offenses. (See Lsue Brief 2.6.)

Policy Goal 2.7 State law prohibits the criminalization of child sex trafficking victims for sex trafficking and
commercial sexual exploitation offenses, including accomplice and co-conspirator liability,
committed as a result of their trafficking victimization.

North Dakota law does not prohibit the criminalization of child sex trafficking victims for sex trafficking and
commercial sexual exploitation offenses, including accomplice and co-conspirator liability, committed as a result of
their trafficking victimization.

2.7.1  Recommendation: Enact a law that prohibits the criminalization of child sex trafficking victims for sex
trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation offenses, including accomplice and co-conspirator
liability, committed as a result of their trafficking victimization. (See Lssue Brief 2.7.)

Policy Goal 2.8 State law provides child sex trafficking victims with an affirmative defense to violent felonies
committed as a result of their trafficking victimization.
North Dakota law does not provide child sex trafficking victims with an affirmative defense to violent felonies
committed as a result of their trafficking victimization. Under N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-12(1)—(3) (Immunity of
minor) non-criminalization and affirmative defense protections are limited as follows:

1. If the individual was a minor at the time of the offense and committed the offense as a direct result of
being a victim, the individual is not criminally liable or subject to a juvenile delinquency proceeding under
chapter 27-20.4 for:

a. Prostitution under section 12.1-29-03;

b. Misdemeanor forgery under section 12.1-24-01;

c. Misdemeanor theft offenses under chapter 12.1-23;

d. Insufficient funds or credit offenses under section 6-08-16;

e. Manufacture or possession of a controlled or counterfeit substance offenses under section 19-03.1-

23; and

f. Drug paraphernalia offenses under chapter 19-03.4.
2. It is an affirmative defense to felony forgery, felony theft, and felony drug distribution that the individual
was a minor at the time of the offense and committed the offense as a direct result of being a victim as
defined by this chapter.
3. An individual who has engaged in commercial sexual activity is not criminally liable or subject to a
juvenile delinquency proceeding under chapter 27-20.4 for prostitution if the individual was a minor at the
time of the offense.

2.8.1  Recommendation: Amend N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-12 (Immunity of minor) to provide child sex
trafficking victims with an affirmative defense to violent felonies committed as a result of their

trafficking victimization. (See Lssue Brief 2.8.)

8

©2023 Shared Hope International Institute for Justice & Advocacy SHAREDHOPE.ORG

The information provided in this report is solely for educational purposes and does not constitute legal advice.



https://reportcards.sharedhope.org/related-resources/#2.6
https://reportcards.sharedhope.org/related-resources/#2.7
https://reportcards.sharedhope.org/related-resources/#2.8

Policy Goal 2.9

Juvenile court jurisdiction provides for a developmentally appropriate response.

DADTIALD WV AACT
)/ ATV NET
® PARTIALLY MET

North Dakota law does not provide age-appropriate juvenile court responses for all minors accused of engaging in
juvenile or criminal conduct. While North Dakota law extends juvenile court jurisdiction to all minors under 18
years of age, governing state statute establishes a minimum age of 10 years for juvenile court jurisdiction, requires
automatic transfers for minors charged with certain offenses or previously convicted in criminal court, and fails to
require courts to consider the impact of trauma or past victimization in make discretionary transfer determinations.

Statute(s)

§ 27-20.4-01(5)'2
(Definitions);
N.D. Cent. Code
§ 27-20.2-01(4)
(Definitions);
N.D. Cent. Code
§ 12.1-04-01(1)
(Juveniles)

§ 27-20.4-01(5),
®)-0)
(Definitions);
N.D. Cent. Code
§ 27-20.2-01(4),
®)-0)
(Definitions);
N.D. Cent. Code
§ 27-20.4-02
(Jurisdiction) ;
N.D. Cent. Code
§ 27-20.2-03
(Jurisdiction)

§ 27-20.4-21(1)(b)
(Transfer to other
courts)

27-20.4-21(1)(a),
(c) (Transfer to
other courts)

Requirement
Minimum Age | Maximum Age Automatic for Court to
of Juvenile for Charging Transfers or Discretionary Consider
Court Youth in Permits Direct Transfers Trauma or
Jurisdiction Juvenile Court File Past
Victimization
Summary | 10. While “child” | 17. Yes. Minors 14+ | Yes. Minors: (1) No.
is defined as an years of age 14+ years of age
individual who is charged with charged with an
under the age of murder or offense involving
eighteen, state attempted the infliction or
law finds, “an murder, gross threat of serious
individual under sexual imposition | bodily harm; and
the age of ten ot the attempted | (2) 16+ years of
years is deemed gross imposition | age.
incapable of of a victim by
commission of an force or threat.
offense defined
by the
constitution or
statutes of this
state.”
Relevant | N.D. Cent. Code | N.D. Cent. Code | N.D. Cent. Code | N.D. Cent. Code § | N.D. Cent.

Code § 27-20.4-
21(3) (Transfer
to other coutrts)

Consequently, some minors may still be subject to age-inappropriate juvenile court responses due to state laws that:
(1) fail to establish a minimum age for juvenile court jurisdiction that aligns with domestic standards; (2) allow some

12 The text of N.D. Cent. Code § 27-20.4-01 cited here and elsewhere in this report includes amendments made by the
enactment of House Bill 1137 during the 2023 Regular Session of the North Dakota state legislature (effective August 1, 2023).
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juvenile cases to be subject to direct file or automatically transferred to criminal court; and (3) do not require the
juvenile court to consider past trafficking victimization or trauma when making a transfer determination.

29.1 Recommendation: Enact comprehensive state laws requiring age-appropriate juvenile court responses
for all children accused of engaging in juvenile or criminal conduct. (See Lssue Brief 2.9.)

Policy Goal 2.10 State law defines child abuse to include child sex trafficking to ensure access to child welfare
services.

North Dakota law does not include child sex trafficking or commercial sexual exploitation of children in the
definition of “abused child” under N.D. Cent. Code § 50-25.1-02(2) (Definitions).!3 While N.D. Cent. Code § 50-
25.1-02(20)(h) (Definitions) defines “neglected child” to include “a child who, due to the action or inaction of a
person responsible for the child’s welfare . . . [i]s a victim of human trafficking as defined in title 12.1,” identifying
trafficked children as neglected rather than abused limits the response to child sex trafficking cases. Child welfare’s
response to neglect may be inappropriate for child sex trafficking cases, especially non-caregiver child sex trafficking
cases, as neglect is focused on meeting the unmet needs of the child while abuse is focused on addressing harm and
preventing future harm. Thus, defining “neglect” rather than “abuse” to include child sex trafficking does not
promote the goal of recognizing any child sex trafficking victim as abused for purposes of accessing child welfare
services.

2.10.1 Recommendation: Amend the definition of “abused child” to expressly include child sex trafficking.

(See Lssue Brief2.10.)

Policy Goal 2.11 State law allows for child welfare involvement in sex trafficking cases that do not involve caregiver
fault and provides for an alternative, specialized response in those cases.
North Dakota’s child welfare code does not allow for a child welfare response in non-caregiver child sex trafficking
cases. The definition of “abused child” under N.D. Cent. Code Ann. § 50-25.1-02(2) (Definitions) is limited to acts
committed by a caregiver, and the enumerated offenses do not include child sex trafficking or commercial sexual
exploitation of children.’* Additionally, while N.D. Cent. Code § 50-25.1-02(20)(h) (Definitions) defines “neglected

13 N.D. Cent. Code § 50-25.1-02(2) (Definitions) defines “abused child” as follows:

[A]n individual under the age of eighteen years who is suffering from abuse as defined in section 14-09-22 [Abuse of
child — Mandatory sentence — Penalty] caused by a person responsible for the child’s welfare, and includes a sexually
abused child who is suffering from or was subjected to any act in violation of sections 12.1-20-01 through 12.1-20-07
[including Gross sexual imposition, Continuous sexual abuse of a child, Sexual imposition, Cotruption or solicitation
of minors, and Sexual assault], sections 12.1-20-11 [Incest] through 12.1-20-12.3 [Sexual extortion], or chapter 12.1-
27.2 [Sexual performances by children)].

14 N.D. Cent. Code § 50-25.1-02(2) (Definitions) defines “abused child” as follows:

[A]n individual under the age of eighteen years who is suffering from abuse as defined in section 14-09-22 [Abuse of
child — Mandatory sentence — Penalty] caused by a person responsible for the child’s welfare, and includes a sexually
abused child who is suffering from or was subjected to any act in violation of sections 12.1-20-01 through 12.1-20-07
[including Gross sexual imposition, Continuous sexual abuse of a child, Sexual imposition, Cotruption or solicitation
of minors, and Sexual assault], sections 12.1-20-11 [Incest] through 12.1-20-12.3 [Sexual extortion], or chapter 12.1-
27.2 [Sexual performances by children].
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child” to include “a child who . .. [i]s a victim of human trafficking as defined in title 12.1,” this definition only
applies when the child is trafficked “due to the action or inaction of a person responsible for the child’s welfare.”
Further, a specialized response is not statutorily required for children reported to child welfare due to trafficking

victimization perpetrated by a non-caregiver trafficker.

2.11.1 Recommendation: Statutorily allow for child welfare involvement in child sex trafficking cases
regardless of parent or caregiver fault and provide for a specialized response in those cases. (See Lssue

Brief 2.11.)

-11-
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c ISSUE 3: Continuum of Care

Policy Goal 3.1 State law mandates a process for coordinating access to specialized services for child sex trafficking
victims that does not require involvement in child-serving systems.
O NOT MET
North Dakota law does not mandate a process for coordinating access to specialized, community-based services for
child sex trafficking victims that does not require involvement in a child-serving system.

3.1.1  Recommendation: Statutorily mandate a process for coordinating access to specialized services for
child sex trafficking victims that does not require involvement in child-serving systems. (See Lssue Brief
3.1.)

Policy Goal 3.2 State law provides for a survivor-centered multi-disciplinary team response to child sex trafficking
cases.

@ PART

Although child sex trafficking victims could receive a multi-disciplinary team (MDT) response through an existing
child abuse and neglect MDT, North Dakota law does not require an MDT response specific to child sex trafficking
cases. Under N.D. Cent. Code § 50-25.1-04.1(1)—(3)'> (State child protection team — How created — Duties),

1. The department shall name the members of the state child protection team. The department is
responsible for all reports made pursuant to this chapter. The department shall set meetings for the
purposes of fulfilling the duties set forth in sections 50-25.1-02 [Definitions] and 50-25.1-04.

2. Under procedures adopted by the team, the team may meet at any time, confer with any individuals,
groups, and agencies, and may issue reports or recommendations on any aspect of child abuse, neglect, or
death resulting from abuse or neglect the team deems appropriate. All reports or recommendations issued
are subject to section 50-25.1-11 [Confidentiality of records — Authorized disclosutes|, except that the team
shall make available information reflecting the disposition of reports of institutional child abuse, neglect, or
death resulting from abuse or neglect, when the identity of persons reporting, and of the children and
parents of children involved, is protected.

3. In every case of alleged institutional child abuse or neglect, the state child protection team shall make a
determination whether child abuse or neglect is indicated. Upon a determination that institutional child
abuse or neglect is indicated, the state child protection team promptly shall make a written report of the
determination. When a report includes an allegation or report of institutional child abuse and neglect as
defined in section 50-25.1-02 [Definitions|, the state child protection team promptly shall notify the
commissioner of the department or the commissioner’s designee of the determination . . . .

3.2.1 Recommendation: Statutorily require a multi-disciplinary team response specific to child sex trafficking

victims. (See Lssue Brief 3.2.)

15 The text of N.D. Cent. Code § 50-25.1-04.1 cited here and elsewhere in this report includes amendments made by the
enactment of House Bill 1165 during the 2023 Regular Session of the North Dakota state legislature (effective August 1, 2023).
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Policy Goal 3.3 State law requires child welfare to provide access to specialized services for identified sex trafficked
children and youth.
O NOTMET
North Dakota law does not require child welfare to provide access to services that are specialized to the unique
needs of child sex trafficking victims.16

3.3.1  Recommendation: Statutorily require child welfare to provide access to specialized services for child

sex trafficking victims. (See Lssue Brief 3.3.)

Policy Goal 3.4 State law requires the juvenile justice system to provide access to specialized services for identified
sex trafficked children and youth.

NOT MET

North Dakota law does not mandate access to specialized services for identified sex trafficked children and youth in
the juvenile justice system.

3.41 Recommendation: Statutorily require the juvenile justice system to provide access to specialized
services for identified sex trafficked children and youth. (See Lssue Brief 3.4.)

Policy Goal 3.5 State law extends foster care services to older foster youth.

@ PARTIALL

MET
WIC |

North Dakota law extends foster care services to youth under 21 years of age. However, these services are not
extended to youth under 23 years of age as permitted under federal law.!” N.D. Cent. Code § 27-20-30.1(1)
(Disposition of child needing continued foster care services) defines “child” as “an individual between the ages of
cighteen and twenty-one years who is in need of continued foster care services.”

16 However, general services may be available. Pursuant to N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-12(4) (Immunity of minor), “A minor
who, under subsection 1 or 3, is not subject to criminal liability or a juvenile delinquency proceeding!® is presumed to be a child
in need of services under chapter 50-25.1 [Child abuse and neglect].” A commercially sexually exploited child could be
identified as “neglected.” N.D. Cent. Code § 50-25.1-02(20)(h) (Definitions) defines “neglected child” as “a child who, due to
the action or inaction of a person responsible for the child’s welfare . . . [i]s a victim of human trafficking as defined in title
12.1.”

Under N.D. Cent. Code § 50-25.1-06 (Protective and other services to be provided),

1. The department shall provide protective services for a child meeting the definition of an abused or neglected child
and who is at substantial risk of continued abuse or neglect due to a supported state of impending danger, as well as
other children under the same care as may be necessary for their well-being and safety and shall provide other
appropriate social services, as the circumstances warrant, to the parents, custodian, or other persons serving in loco
parentis with respect to the child or the other children . . .. The department may provide protective services, as
resources permit, for any child, other children under the same care, parents, custodian, or other persons serving in
loco parentis upon concurrence of the patrent, custodian, or other persons serving in loco parentis.

2. The department shall provide appropriate services to a child referred as a child in need of services and shall provide
appropriate services to the person responsible for the child’s welfare and the children under the same care as may be
necessary for the well-being and safety of the children.

17 For more information, see Shared Hope Int’l, Issue Brief 3.5: Continuum of Care, https:/ /reportcards.sharedhope.org/related-
resources/#3.5 (discussing federal laws that allow for funded foster care services to be extended to youth under 23 years of

age).
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Further, N.D. Cent. Code § 27-20-30.1(4)(£) states,

If a child is in need of continued foster care services as determined by the human service zone and the
department of health and human services and as set forth in a continued foster care agreement, the court
shall make the following judicial determination:

f. That the child has attained the age of eighteen or older but does not exceed the age of twenty-one
years;

Additionally, N.D. Cent. Code § 50-11-00.1(13)8 (Definitions) provides that a “supervised independent living
program” includes “a licensed or approved setting providing supervision and service delivery to youth transitioning
into adulthood.”

3.5.1  Recommendation: Strengthen existing law to better support transition age youth by extending
transitional foster care services to youth under 23 years of age. (Se¢e Lssue Brief 3.5.)

Policy Goal 3.6 State funding is appropriated to support specialized services and a continuum of care for sex
trafficked children regardless of system involvement.
® FULLY MET

The North Dakota state legislature appropriated funds to support the development and provision of specialized,
community-based services and care to survivors of human trafficking, which could include child and youth
survivors of sex trafficking.

2023 Legislative Session

Bill Recipient Amount Intended Purpose Term
SB 2003 Office of the Attorney | $1,105,404 To provide grants to organizations FY 2023-2025
General involved in providing prevention and
treatment services related to human
2023 trafficking victims and related July 15-June
Legislative administrative costs. The attorney 3()th
Session general is authorized to provide

grants for the development and
implementation of direct care
emergency or long-term crisis
services, residential care, training for
law enforcement, support of
advocacy services, and programs
promoting positive outcomes for
victims.

18 The text of N.D. Cent. Code § 50-11-00.1 cited here and elsewhere in this report includes amendments made by the
enactment of House Bill 1091 during the 2023 Regular Session of the North Dakota state legislature (effective August 1, 2023).
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EXTRA CREDIT

The North Dakota Legislature appropriated funds for FY 2023-2025 to support the development and
provision of specialized, community-based services and care to survivors of human trafficking, which
could include child and youth survivors of sex trafficking.

The North Dakota Legislature appropriated funds for FY 2023-2025 to support the development and
provision of specialized, community-based services and care to survivors of human trafficking, which
could include survivors of sex and labor trafficking.

-15-
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@
g];g ISSUE 4: Access to Justice for Trafficking Survivors

Policy Goal 4.1 State law allows trafficking victims to seek emergency civil orders of protection.
® FULLY MET
North Dakota law allows trafficking victims to seek ex parte civil orders of protection against their exploiters.
Pursuant to N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-31.2-01(2) (Disorderly conduct restraining order — Penalty), “A person who is a
victim of disorderly conduct or the parent or guardian of a minor who is a victim of disorderly conduct may seek a
disorderly conduct restraining order from any court of competent jurisdiction in the manner provided in this
section.”

N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-31.2-01(1) defines “disorderly conduct” as “intrusive or unwanted acts, words, or gestures
that are intended to adversely affect the safety, security, or privacy of another person. For the purposes of this
section, disorderly conduct includes human trafficking or attempted human trafficking as defined in this title
[Criminal code] . . ..” “Human trafficking” is defined under N.D. Cent. Code Ann. § 12.1-41-01(5) as “the
commission of an offense created by sections 12.1-41-02 through 12.1-41-06 [including trafficking an individual,
forced labor, sexual servitude, patronizing a victim of sexual servitude, and patronizing a minor for commercial
sexual activity].”” Accordingly, civil orders of protection are available to victims of child sex trafficking.

Further, N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-31.2-01(4) allows those orders to be granted on an ex parte basis, stating,

If the petition for relief alleges reasonable grounds to believe that an individual has engaged in disorderly
conduct, the court, pending a full hearing, may grant a temporary disorderly conduct restraining order
ordering the individual to cease or avoid the disorderly conduct or to have no contact with the person
requesting the order. A temporary restraining order may be entered only against the individual named in the
petition. The court may issue the temporary restraining order without giving notice to the respondent.
Unless otherwise terminated by the court, the temporary restraining order is in effect until a restraining
order issued under subsection 5 is served.

EXTRA CREDIT

N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-31.2-01 expressly allows child labor trafficking victims to seek ex parte civil
orders of protection against their exploiters.

Policy Goal 4.2 Ineligibility factors for crime victims’ compensation do not prevent victims of child sex trafficking and
commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC) from accessing compensation.

} e
@ PARTIALLY MET

Although North Dakota’s crime victims’ compensation laws define “victim” broadly enough to include victims of
child sex trafficking and CSEC, ineligibility factors may prevent a commercially sexually exploited child from
accessing an award.

-16-
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For purposes of accessing crime victims’ compensation, N.D. Cent. Code § 54-23.4-01(8) (Definitions) defines
“victim” to include “a person who suffers bodily injury or death as a result of criminally injurious conduct . ... 719
“Criminally injurious conduct” is defined under N.D. Cent. Code § 54-23.4-01(4), in part, as “conduct that results in
bodily injury or death, and is punishable by fine, imprisonment, or death, or would be so punishable but for the fact
that the person engaging in the conduct was a minor or lacked capacity to commit the crime.”

Despite this broad definition, certain ineligibility factors may still limit a commercially sexually exploited child’s
ability to seek crime victims’ compensation. Pursuant to N.D. Cent. Code § 54-23.4-06(2)—(6) (Application for
compensation — Awards — Limitations on awards),

2. A claim for compensation must be filed within one year from the date the criminally injurious conduct
was reported to a law enforcement officer. The division may extend the time for filing if it determines that
the interests of justice so require. There is no appeal from a decision of the division not to extend the filing
time, not to reopen, or Not to reinvestigate a claim.
3. Compensation may not be awarded to a claimant who is the offender or an accomplice of the offender,
nor to any claimant if the award would unjustly benefit the offender or an accomplice.
4. Compensation may not be awarded unless the criminally injurious conduct resulting in injury or death
was reported to a law enforcement officer within ninety-six hours after its occurrence or the division finds
there was good cause? for the failure to report within that time . . . .
5. The division, upon finding that the claimant has not fully cooperated with appropriate law enforcement
agencies, may deny, reconsider, or reduce an award of compensation.
6. Compensation otherwise payable to a claimant must be reduced or denied:
a. To the extent the economic loss?! upon which the claim is based is recouped from other persons,
including collateral sources;
b. To the extent the division deems reasonable because of the contributory misconduct of the claimant
or of a victim on whose behalf compensation is claimed; and
c. To the extent the division deems reasonable when it is determined that a victim was under the
influence of an alcoholic beverage or a controlled substance at the time the criminally injurious conduct
occurred and the victim’s intoxication was a factor causing the criminally injurious conduct.

421  Recommendation: Statutorily exempt victims of child sex trafficking and CSEC from ineligibility
factors for crime victims’ compensation. (See Lssue Brief4.2.)

19 Further, N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-17(1) (Eligibility for benefit or service) expressly provides that human trafficking victims
are entitled to victim compensation, stating, “A victim is eligible for a benefit or service available through the state, including
compensation under chapter 54-23.4 [Crime victims compensation], regardless of immigration status.”

20N.D. Cent. Code § 54-23.4-06 does not explain what constitutes “good cause” for purposes of this subsection. Further, N.D.
Cent. Code § 54-23.4-06(2) provides an exception for victims of “child abuse or sexual molestation of a child,” but this
protection is not expressly available to victims of child sex trafficking and CSEC.

2IN.D. Cent. Code § 54-23.4-01(7)(a), (d) defines “economic loss” as follows:

[E]conomic detriment consisting only of allowable expense . . . . Noneconomic detriment is not loss. The term
includes economic detriment caused by pain and suffering or physical impairment.
a. “Allowable expense” means reasonable charges incurred for reasonably needed products, services, and
accommodations required due to the injury, including those for medical care, rehabilitation, rehabilitative
occupational training, and other remedial treatment and care . . . .

d. “Noneconomic detriment” means pain, suffering, inconvenience, physical impairment, and other nonpecuniary
damage.
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Policy Goal 4.3 Sex trafficked children and youth may vacate delinquency adjudications and criminal convictions for
any offense arising from trafficking victimization.

@ PARTIALLY MET

Although North Dakota law allows trafficking victims to vacate criminal convictions, vacatur is unavailable for
delinquency adjudications arising from trafficking victimization. Pursuant to N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-14(1), (2)
(Motion to vacate and expunge conviction),

(1) An individual convicted of prostitution or an offense listed in subsection 1 of section 12.1-41-12
[Immunity of a minor]|? which was committed as a direct result of being a victim may apply by motion to
the court to vacate the conviction and seal the record of conviction. The court may grant the motion on a
finding that the individual’s participation in the offense was a direct result of being a victim.

(2) Official determination or documentation is not required to grant a motion by an individual under
subsection 1, but an official determination or documentation from a federal, state, local, or tribal agency
that the individual was a victim at the time of the offense creates a presumption that the individual’s
participation was a direct result of being a victim.

However, N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-14 applies specifically to “convictions.” Consequently, N.D. Cent. Code §
12.1-41-14 does not clearly extend relief to delinquency adjudications. Further, N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-14
applies only to offenses for which minors have immunity, foreclosing the law’s usefulness to child sex trafficking
victims. Further, limiting availability of vacatur to certain offenses fails to recognize the array of crimes trafficking
victims may be induced to commit and leaves many survivors without any avenue for relief.

43.1 Recommendation: Strengthen existing law by allowing sex trafficked children and youth to vacate
delinquency adjudications and criminal convictions for any offense arising from trafficking

victimization. (See Lssue Brief4.3.)

Policy Goal 4.4 State law mandates restitution for child sex trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation of children
(CSEC) offenses.
® FULLY MET

North Dakota law requires an offender convicted of a child sex trafficking or CSEC offense to pay restitution.
Pursuant to N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-09(1), (2) (Restitution),

1. The court shall order a person convicted of an offense under section 12.1-41-02 [Trafficking an
individual|, 12.1-41-03 [Forced labort], or 12.1-41-04 [Sexual servitude] to pay restitution to the victim of the
offense for:
a. Expenses incurred or reasonably certain to be incurred by the victim as a result of the offense,
including reasonable attorney’s fees and costs; and
b. An amount equal to the greatest of the following, with no reduction for expenses the defendant
incurred to maintain the victim:

22 Under N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-14, eligible offenses include:

a. Prostitution under section 12.1-29-03;

b. Misdemeanor forgery under section 12.1-24-01;

¢. Misdemeanor theft offenses under chapter 12.1-23;

d. Insufficient funds or credit offenses under section 6-08-16;

e. Manufacture or possession of a controlled or counterfeit substance offenses under section 19-03.1-23; and
f. Drug paraphernalia offenses under chapter 19-03.4.
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(1) The gross income to the defendant for, or the value to the defendant of, the victim’s labor or
services or sexual activity;
(2) The amount the defendant contracted to pay the victim; or
(3) The value of the victim’s labor or services or sexual activity, calculated under the minimum
wage and overtime provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act, [29 U.S.C. 201 et seq.] or section
34-06-22 [State minimum wage rate|, whichever is higher, even if the provisions do not apply to
the victim’s labor or services or sexual activity.
2. The court shall order restitution under subsection 1 even if the victim is unavailable to accept payment of
restitution.

Restitution is available more generally to victims of other crimes pursuant to N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-32-08(1)
(Hearing prior to ordering restitution, reparation, or reimbursement of indigent defense costs and expenses —
Conditions — Collection of restitution for insufficient funds checks — Continuing appropriation), which states in
part, “The court, when sentencing a person adjudged guilty of criminal activities that have resulted in pecuniary
damages, in addition to any other sentence the court may impose, shall order that the defendant make restitution to
the victim or other recipient as determined by the court.”

EXTRA CREDIT

North Dakota law mandates restitution for victims of child labor trafficking under N.D. Cent. Code §
12.1-41-09, which requires offenders convicted of N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-02 (Trafficking an
individual) or N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-03 (Forced labor) to pay victim restitution.

Policy Goal 4.5 State law provides child sex trafficking victims with a trafficking-specific civil remedy.
® FULLY MET

North Dakota law allows victims of child sex trafficking to pursue civil remedies against their exploiters. N.D. Cent.
Code § 12.1-41-15(1), (2) (Civil action) states,

1. A victim may bring a civil action against a person that commits an offense against the victim under
section 12.1-41-02 |Trafficking an individual|, 12.1-41-03 [Forced labot], or 12.1-41-04 [Sexual servitude]
for compensatory damages, exemplary or punitive damages, injunctive relief, and any other appropriate
relief.

2. If a victim prevails in an action under this section, the court shall award the victim reasonable attorney’s
fees and costs.

However, victims of North Dakota’s buyer-applicable trafficking offenses, N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-06
(Patronizing a minor for commercial sexual activity) and N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-05(1) (Patronizing a victim of
sexual servitude), are not afforded a cause of action under N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-15.
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EXTRA CREDIT

North Dakota law provides sex trafficked youth with a trafficking-specific civil remedy under N.D.
Cent. Code § 12.1-41-15, which allows a minor or adult victim of N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-02
(Trafficking an individual) or N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-04 (Sexual servitude) to bring a civil action
against their exploiter.

North Dakota law provides child labor trafficking victims with a trafficking-specific civil under N.D.
Cent. Code § 12.1-41-15, which allows victim of N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-02 (Tratficking an
individual) or N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-03 (Forced labor) to bring a civil action against their
exploiter.

Policy Goal 4.6 Statutes of limitation for criminal and civil actions for child sex trafficking or commercial sexual
exploitation of children (CSEC) offenses are eliminated to allow prosecutors and victims a realistic
opportunity to pursue criminal action and legal remedies.

® PARTIALLY MET

North Dakota law lengthens, but does not eliminate, statutes of limitation for criminal and civil actions related to
child sex trafficking. Pursuant to N.D. Cent. Code § 29-04-02.123 (Prosecution for a felony sexual offense or human
trafficking), “Except as otherwise provided by law, a prosecution for a felony violation of chapter 12.1-20 [Sex
Offenses| or for the crime of human trafficking must be commenced in the proper court within seven years after
the commission of the offense.”?* Otherwise, N.D. Cent. Code § 29-04-02 (Prosecution for felony other than
murder within three years) provides a general 3-year statute of limitation for felony prosecutions other than murder,
and N.D. Cent. Code § 29-04-03 (Prosecution for misdemeanor or infraction within two years) provides a general 2-
year statute of limitation for misdemeanor prosecutions.

Regarding civil actions, N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-15(3) (Civil action) provides,

An action under this section must be commenced not later than ten years after the later of the date on
which the victim:

a. No longer was subject to human trafficking; or

b. Attained eighteen years of age.

In contrast, N.D. Cent. Code § 28-01-16 (Actions having six-year limitations) establishes a 6-year statute of
limitation for personal injury actions.

23 The text of N.D. Cent. Code § 29-04-02.1 cited here and elsewhere in this report includes amendments made by the

enactment of House Bill 1145 during the 2023 Regular Session of the North Dakota state legislature (effective August 1, 2023)

24 Pursuant to N.D. Cent. Code § 29-04-03.2 (Statute of limitations as to child victims), “If the victim of . . . the crime of human
trafficking is under the age of fifteen, the applicable period of limitation, if any, does not being to run until the victim has reached the
age of fifteen.”
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4.6.1  Recommendation: Strengthen existing law to allow prosecutions for child sex trafficking and CSEC
offenses to commence at any time and eliminate the statute of limitation for filing trafficking-specific

civil actions. (See Lssue Brief4.6.)
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%,
/‘l/ ISSUE 5: Tools for a Victim-Centered Criminal Justice Response

Policy Goal 5.1 Non-testimonial evidence may be admitted through a child sex trafficking-specific hearsay exception
to reduce reliance of victim testimony.
O NOT MET
North Dakota law does not allow non-testimonial, out-of-court statements made by a commercially sexually
exploited child to be admitted into evidence in lieu of, or for the purpose of corroborating, the child’s testimony.

5.11 Recommendation: Enact a hearsay exception that applies to non-testimonial evidence in cases
involving commercial sexual exploitation of children under 18 years of age. (See Lsue Brief 5.1.)

Policy Goal 5.2 State law provides child sex trafficking victims with alternatives to live, in-court testimony regardless
of the prosecuted offense.

North Dakota law does not provide child sex tratficking victims with an alternative to live, in-court testimony.
Although N.D. Cent. Code § 31-04-04.1 (Videotaped statement of child sexual offense victim — Criteria for
admission as evidence) allows for admission of a videotaped statement in lieu of a child’s testimony, that protection
only applies to children under 15 years of age who are the victim of an enumerated sexual offense. Specifically, N.D.
Cent. Code § 31-04-04.1 states,

1. In any prosecution for a violation of section 12.1-20-03 [Gross sexual imposition — Penalty], 12.1-20-03.1
[Continuous sexual abuse of a child], 12.1-20-04 [Sexual imposition], 12.1-20-05 [Corruption or solicitation
of minors], 12.1-20-06 [Sexual abuse of wards], 12.1-20-07 [Sexual assault], or 12.1-20-11 [Incest| in which
the victim is less than fifteen years of age, the oral statement of the child victim may be recorded before
trial and, subject to subsection 2, is admissible as evidence in any court proceeding regarding the offense if
the following conditions are satisfied:

a. The court determines there is reasonable cause to believe that the child victim would experience

serious emotional trauma as a result of in-court participation in the proceeding;?

b. The accused must be given reasonable written notice of the time and place for taking the videotaped

statement;

c. The accused must be afforded the opportunity to hear and view the testimony from outside the

presence of the child by means of a two-way mirror or other similar method that will ensure that the

child cannot hear or see the accused;

2 Pursuant to N.D. Cent. Code § 31-04-04.1(2),

The court, in making its findings and determinations under this subsection, shall consider at least the following:
a. The nature of the offense;
b. The significance of the child’s testimony to the case;
c. The child’s age;
d. The child’s psychological maturity and understanding; and
e. The nature, degree, and duration of potential injury to the child from testifying.
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d. The accused must have the opportunity to communicate orally with counsel by electronic means
while the videotaped statement is being made; and
e. All questioning must be done by the prosecutor or counsel for the defendant unless the defendant is
an attorney pro se. An attorney pro se must conduct all questioning from outside the presence of the
child....
2. A child victim’s videotaped statement is admissible pursuant to subsection 1 if the court finds that the
child is unavailable? as a witness to testify at trial and, upon viewing the videotape recording before it is
shown to the jury, determines that it is sufficiently reliable and trustworthy and that the interests of justice
will best be served by admission of the statement into evidence . . . .

According, this protection likely does not extend to victims of sex trafficking or CSEC or child victims who are 15
yeats of age or older, thereby increasing their risk of re-traumatization from testifying.

52.1  Recommendation: Strengthen existing protections to allow all commercially sexually exploited children
to testify by an alternative method regardless of the child’s age and the offense charged. (See Lssue Brief
5.2)
Policy Goal 5.3 Child sex trafficking victims have access to victim protections in the criminal justice system.
®  PARTIALLY MET
Child sex tafficking victims Child sex trafﬁclfing \;icfims C%l(ild s.ex.traf:ﬁi‘king v.ictir.ns’
e (i s (o @ v testlfy‘mg against their identifying in ormation is
advocate exploiter are provided protected from disclosure in
supports in the courtroom court records
Summary | Not statutorily required. Child witnesses (14 and under) | Name and biological
may be accompanied by a information of child victims
court selected person during will be redacted and are not
proceedings for support while | public record; the name will be
giving testimony. The court replaced with Jane or John
can also determine whether the | Doe. The identity, pictures,
testimony of and relating to a | and images of human
child may be closed to the trafficking victims must also be
public in order to protect the kept confidential.
child’s reputation and can
protect child witnesses from
the trauma of lengthy
testimony.
Relevant | None. N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-35- N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-35-03
Statute(s) 05.1 (Assistance during (Information about child
proceedings); N.D. Cent. Code | victims or witnesses of crimes
§ 12.1-35-05.2 (Confidentiality | generally may not appear in
of testimony); N.D. Cent. public record); N.D. Cent.
Code § 12.1-35-04 (Limits on Code § 12.1-41-10 (Victim
interviews and testimony) confidentiality)

26 N.D. Cent. Code § 31-04-04.1(2) defines “unavailable” to include “a determination, based on medical or psychological
evidence or expert testimony, that the child would suffer serious emotional or psychological strain if required to testify at trial.”
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53.1 Recommendation: Statutorily require that child sex trafficking victims have the right to a victim
advocate and are provided courtroom supports when testifying against their exploiter. (See Lisue Brief
5.3)

Policy Goal 5.4 State law provides for privileged communications between caseworkers and child sex trafficking
victims.

North Dakota law does not provide for privileged communications between caseworkers and child sex trafficking
victims specifically. However, child sex trafficking victims may benefit from privileged communications protections
provided to certain behavioral and mental health professionals and clients if the victim received care or services
from such professionals.

Statute Profession Relevant Limitations
N.D. Cent. Code § 31-01-06.4 Addiction counselors None.
(General rule of privilege)
N.D. Cent. Code § 31-01-06.1 School counselors None.

(Counselors shall be immune from
disclosing information given by

pupils)

N.D. R. Evid. 503(a)—(d) (Physician Mental health professionals, None.
and mental health professional — including psychologists, registered

Patient privilege) psychiatric and mental health nurse,

licensed professional counselor

541 Recommendation: Enact a child sex trafficking-specific caseworker privilege law that protects a child
sex trafficking victim’s communications with a caseworker from being disclosed. (See Lssue Brief 5.4.)
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ISSUE 6: Prevention & Training

L)
Policy Goal 6.1 State law mandates statewide training for child welfare agencies on identification and response to
child sex trafficking.
® PARTIALLY MET

North Dakota law authorizes statewide, trafficking-specific training for state and local employees, which would
include child welfare employees. Pursuant to N.D. Cent. Code § 54-12-33 (Human trafficking commission),

1. The attorney general may establish a human trafficking commission, comprised of designees from state,
local, and tribal agencies which have contact with victims or perpetrators, nongovernmental organizations
that represent or work with victims, and other organizations and individuals, including victims, whose
expertise would benefit the commission. The attorney general may establish the commission by appointing
an existing statewide coalition.

2. The commission shall:

c. Promote training on human trafficking prevention and victim services for state and local employees
who may have recurring contact with victims or perpetrators;

Resultingly, resources and training regarding child sex trafficking may be, or become, available for use by child
welfare. However, establishment of the human trafficking commission is discretionary, making such training
contingent on its creation and continued operation, and North Dakota law does not statutorily require individuals
employed by child welfare to receive the training.

6.1.1  Recommendation: Statutorily mandate statewide training for child welfare agencies on identification

and response to child sex trafficking. (See Lssue Brief 6.1.)

Policy Goal 6.2 State law mandates statewide training for juvenile justice agencies on identification and response to
child sex trafficking.

» DART] ACT
. FARTI AE T

North Dakota law authorizes statewide, trafficking-specific training for state and local employees, which would
include juvenile justice agency employees. Pursuant to N.D. Cent. Code § 54-12-33 (Human trafficking
commission),

1. The attorney general may establish a human trafficking commission, comprised of designees from state,
local, and tribal agencies which have contact with victims or perpetrators, nongovernmental organizations
that represent or work with victims, and other organizations and individuals, including victims, whose
expertise would benefit the commission. The attorney general may establish the commission by appointing
an existing statewide coalition.

2. The commission shall:

c. Promote training on human trafficking prevention and victim services for state and local employees
who may have recurring contact with victims or perpetrators;

_25-

©2023 Shared Hope International Institute for Justice & Advocacy SHAREDHOPE.ORG

The information provided in this report is solely for educational purposes and does not constitute legal advice.



https://reportcards.sharedhope.org/related-resources/#6.1

Resultingly, resources and training regarding child sex trafficking may be, or become, available for use by juvenile
justice agencies. However, establishment of the task force is discretionary, making such training contingent on its
creation and continued operation, and North Dakota law does not statutorily require individuals employed by
juvenile justice agencies to receive the training.

6.2.1  Recommendation: Statutorily mandate statewide training for juvenile justice agencies on identification

and response to child sex trafficking. (See Lssue Brief 6.2.)

Policy Goal 6.3 State law mandates ongoing, trafficking-specific training on victim-centered investigations for law
enforcement.

® PARTIALLY MET
North Dakota law authorizes trafficking-specific training for law enforcement. Pursuant to N.D. Cent. Code § 54-
12-33 (Human trafficking commission),

1. The attorney general may establish a human trafficking commission, comprised of designees from state,
local, and tribal agencies which have contact with victims or perpetrators, nongovernmental organizations
that represent or work with victims, and other organizations and individuals, including victims, whose
expertise would benefit the commission. The attorney general may establish the commission by appointing
an existing statewide coalition.

2. The commission shall:

c. Promote training on human trafficking prevention and victim services for state and local employees
who may have recurring contact with victims or perpetrators;

d. Promote training on human trafficking investigation and prosecution . . . with the North Dakota
state’s attorney’s association, the North Dakota peace officers standards and training board, and state
and local law enforcement agencies;

Resultingly, resources and training regarding child sex trafficking may be, or become, available for use by law
enforcement. However, establishment of the task force is discretionary, making such training contingent on its
creation and continued operation. Further, law enforcement officers are not statutorily mandated to receive such
training nor is the training required to be ongoing.

6.3.1  Recommendation: Statutorily mandate ongoing, trafficking-specific training on victim-centered
investigations for law enforcement. (See Lssue Brief 6.3.)

Policy Goal 6.4 State law mandates trafficking-specific training on victim-centered investigations and prosecutions
for prosecutors.

® PARTI AET

North Dakota law authorizes trafficking-specific training for prosecutors. Pursuant to N.D. Cent. Code § 54-12-33
(Human trafficking commission),

1. The attorney general may establish a human trafficking commission, comprised of designees from state,
local, and tribal agencies which have contact with victims or perpetrators, nongovernmental organizations
that represent or work with victims, and other organizations and individuals, including victims, whose
expertise would benefit the commission. The attorney general may establish the commission by appointing
an existing statewide coalition.

2. The commission shall:
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c. Promote training on human trafficking prevention and victim services for state and local employees
who may have recurring contact with victims or perpetrators;

d. Promote training on human trafficking investigation and prosecution . . . with the North Dakota
state’s attorney’s association, the North Dakota peace officers standards and training board, and state
and local law enforcement agencies;

Resultingly, resources and training regarding child sex trafficking may be, or become, available for use by
prosecutors. However, establishment of the task force is discretionary, making such training contingent on its
creation and continued operation, and North Dakota law does not statutorily require prosecutors to receive the
training.

6.4.1  Recommendation: Statutorily mandate trafficking-specific training on victim-centered investigations

and prosecutions for prosecutors. (See Lssue Brief 6.4.)

Policy Goal 6.5 State law mandates child sex trafficking training for school personnel.

nA
Wi

North Dakota law does not mandate training on child sex trafficking for school personnel.?”

6.5.1  Recommendation: Statutorily mandate trafficking-specific prevention education training for school

personnel. (See Lssue Brief 6.5.)

Policy Goal 6.6

North Dakota law does not mandate child sex trafficking prevention education in schools.

6.6.1  Recommendation: Statutorily mandate developmentally and age-appropriate child sex trafficking
prevention education in schools. (See Lssue Brief 6.6.)

27 However, N.D. Cent. Code § 54-12-33 (Human trafficking commission) states,

1. The attorney general may establish a human trafficking commission, comprised of designees from state, local, and tribal
agencies which have contact with victims or perpetrators, nongovernmental organizations that represent or work with
victims, and other organizations and individuals, including victims, whose expertise would benefit the commission. The
attorney general may establish the commission by appointing an existing statewide coalition.

2. The commission shall:

b. Promote awareness and provide information to education personnel and the general public about human trafficking,
victim remedies and services, and trafficking prevention;

e. Present annually regarding human trafficking awareness and prevention at professional development conferences
directed toward teachers, administrators, and support staff which are hosted by educational organizations in this state or
by the department of public instruction; and

Resultingly, resources regarding child sex trafficking may be, or become, available for use by school personnel. However,
establishment of the task force is discretionary, making access contingent on its creation, and state law does not statutorily
require school personnel to receive trafficking-specific training.
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KEYSTONE STATUTES

State Laws Addressing Child Sex Trafficking

1. N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-02(1), (3) (Trafficking an individual) states,

1. A person commits the offense of trafficking an individual if the person knowingly recruits, transports,
transfers, harbors, receives, provides, obtains, isolates, maintains, or entices an individual in furtherance of:

b. Sexual servitude in violation of section 12.1-41-04.
3. Trafficking an individual who is a minor is a class AA felony.

A class AA felony is punishable by imprisonment for up to life. N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-32-01(1) (Classification
of offenses — Penalties).

2. N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-04(1), (3) (Sexual servitude) states,
1. A person commits the offense of sexual servitude if the person knowingly:
a. Maintains or makes available a minor for the purpose of engaging the minor in commercial sexual
activity?8 . . ..

3. Sexual servitude under subdivision a of subsection 1 is a class AA felony.

A class AA felony is punishable by imprisonment for up to life. N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-32-01(1) (Classification
of offenses — Penalties).

3. N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-05(1), (3) (Patronizing a victim of sexual servitude) states,
1. A person commits the offense of patronizing a victim of sexual servitude if the person knowingly gives,
agrees to give, or offers to give anything of value so that an individual may engage in commercial sexual
activity? with another individual and the person knows that the other individual is a victim of sexual
servitude.

3. Patronizing a victim of sexual servitude who is a minor is a class A felony.

A class A felony is punishable by imprisonment for up to 20 years, a fine up to $20,000, or both. N.D. Cent.
Code § 12.1-32-01(2) (Classification of offenses — Penalties).

4. N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-06 (Patronizing a minor for commercial sexual activity) states,

1. A person commits the offense of patronizing a minor for commercial sexual activity if:

2 N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-01(3) (Definitions) defines “commercial sexual activity” as “sexual activity for which anything of
value is given to, promised to, or received, by a person.”
29 See supra note 28 for the definition of “commercial sexual activity.”
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a. With the intent that an individual engage in commercial sexual activity?? with a minor, the person
gives, agrees to give, or offers to give anything of value to a minor or another person so that the
individual may engage in commercial sexual activity with a minor; or
b. The person gives, agrees to give, or offers to give anything of value to a minor or another person so
that an individual may engage in commercial sexual activity with a minor.
2. Patronizing a minor for commercial sexual activity under subdivision a of subsection 1 is a class A
felony.
3. Patronizing a minor for commercial sexual activity under subdivision b of subsection 1 is a class B felony

A class A felony is punishable by imprisonment for up to 20 years, a fine up to $20,000, or both. N.D. Cent.
Code § 12.1-32-01(2) (Classification of offenses — Penalties). A class B felony is punishable by imprisonment
for up to 10 years, a fine up to $20,000, or both. N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-32-01(3).

5. N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-07 (Business entity liability) states,

1. A person that is a business entity may be prosecuted for an offense under sections 12.1-41-02 through
12.1-41-06! as provided by chapter 12.1-03 [Accomplices — Corporations — Agents].
2. When a person that is a business entity is prosecuted for an offense under sections 12.1-41-02 through
12.1-41-00, the court may consider the severity of the entity’s conduct and order penalties in addition to
those otherwise provided for the offense, including:

a. A fine of not more than one million dollars per offense;

b. Disgorgement of profit from activity in violation of this chapter; and

c. Debarment from state and local government contracts.

30 See supra note 28 for the definition of “commercial sexual activity.”

31 This includes N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-02 (Trafficking an individual), N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-04 (Sexual servitude),
N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-05 (Patronizing a victim of sexual servitude), and N.D. Cent. Code § 12.1-41-06 (Patronizing a
minor for commercial sexual activity).
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State Laws Addressing Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children (CSEC)

None
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TOOLKIT: To see how your state compares, visit X - 5
. and click on the corresponding issue brief or
reportcards.sharedhope.org/toolkit.

survey chart, respectively.

HIGHLIGHTED RESOURCES

Community-Based Services Victim-Offender Intersectionality Trauma, Coercion, and the Tools of
White Paper Report Trafficking Exploitation

Kentucky Law Journal
.1,& I I 2020-2021

' Sarah Bendtsen Diedhiou,
} PR T R Sarah Roberts, Christine Rainoa
_‘-..ﬂ - L T T

Trauma, Coercion, and the Tools of Trafficking
Exploitation: Examining the Consequences for
Children and Youth in the Justice System

This white paper discusses the importance This report examines the phenomenon This law journal article examines the harms
of providing comprehensive, trauma- of sex trafficking survivors entering the of relying on a juvenile justice-based
informed services to all child sex trafficking criminal justice system for allegedly response for serving child sex trafficking
victims, regardless of system involvement, engaging in sex trafficking conduct victims, the importance of enacting strong
and provides examples of state statutory and provides tools for criminal justice non-criminalization laws, the intertwined
responses. stakeholders to assist in identifying and nature of sex trafficking victimization and
responding to these cases in a trauma- criminalized conduct, and the importance of
informed manner. using a trauma-informed lens in response.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

For legislators and policy advocates assisting elected officials in creating legislation, request a consultation with our Policy
Team online at sharedhope.org/legislative-technical-assistance. We will set up a meeting to discuss your legislative goals and
create a customized plan for ongoing technical assistance, bill drafting services, and legislative support.

ADVOCACY ACTION CENTER

The Advocacy Action Center is an online resource that allows individuals to join the fight against child sex trafficking either
through legislator engagement or by signing a petition. For more information, visit act.sharedhope.org/actioncenter.
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Contact your legislators, letting them Sign a petition to show your support for Help end the criminalization of child sex
know you want greater protections for issues that advance justice for child sex trafficking survivors! Several states can still
child sex trafficking victims and increased trafficking survivors. criminalize child sex trafficking victims for
accountability for their exploiters. prostitution. Sign the petition to show your

support for changing these laws.
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